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SKETCHES OF LEADING PERFORMERS. } 


BY BETA. 
1.—Mrs. Fanny KEMBLE. 


The fair married widow—so to speak— 
who forms the subject of this article, was 
born, we believe, in the year 1810, and is, 


therefore, at the commencement of middle | 


age, and in the prime of her genius, what- 
ever may be said of her beauty. 
Fanny Kemble, if our recollection serves 


> us, made her debut just 22 years ago, at 
~ Covent Garden, and a very clever yirl she 


was at 18. Talfourd, in some elaborate 
critiques on her acting, in the New Monthly 
Mayazine, said at that time, that in pas- 
sages of intense tragic force, when imagina- 
tive passion was to be pourtrayed, she ex- 
celled Miss O'Neil, but otherwise was 
inferior to her. 


The great, though unequal acting of this 
actress has, at all events, such claims on 
our notice, that we shall devote some space 
to its consideration. 


Premising that we do not believe her to 
a Siddons, or even a Rachel, we set forth 
with stating our belief that no other actress 
in this century has surpassed Fanny Kem- 
ble in the higher essentials of her art. We 
at all events, have no favoritism to bias our 
judgment for or against, and do not shut 
our eyes to defects or to excellencies. The 
elocution of Fanny Kemble—that requisite 
so much neglected of late—is excellent. Her 
voice is extremely clear and harmonious,— 
there is no “hop, skip, and a jump,” as 
with the imitators of Macready, ia her 
style. Lack of impulse is her great defect, 
and nearly her only one. Although she 
has no advantage in point of person—for 








she is rather below than above the middle 


height—she is not undignified; but we 


should like mure of freedom in her stage- 
business. She is, moreover, uncertain in 
the same character on different nizhts, and 
a poetical critic has said, she is herself too 
much allied to the poetical character to be 
a perfect actress She is not ever bad, but 
it is in the sublime that she distances every 
competitor. Here our Miss Faucit’s, Miss 
Glyn’s, Mrs. Kean’s, Miss Vandenhoff's, 
are immeasurably below her. On this 
ground, she may rank with any actress 
alive or dead, her own great aunt not ex- 
cepted. The memorable chamber-scene in 
Juliet, is Mrs. Butler’s triumph. The 
“dash out my desperate brains,” when she 
utters it with a burst of inspiration which 
no words can express, is appalling. A lady 
who is somewhat embonpoint, and not above 
five-feet-th- ce, is not physically adapted for 
Juliet, and juvenile tragedy. But for a very 
expressive eye, Fanny Kemble—to speak 
the truth—would be plain. But who can 
play a number of parts as she can? Juliet, 
Belvidera, Isabella (Fatal Murriaye), Mrs. 
Beverley, Mrs. Haller, are her greatest eha- 
racters, and nothing but a powerful genius 
and a strong imagination could produce the 
vivid effects with which we have seen her 
electrify an audience. A little more would 
make Fanny Kemble a great performer— 
but of the perfection of her art she wants 
that little. Still, take her for all in all, we 
pronounce her to be the first of living 
English actresses. 
[Our readers will be glad to perceive those 
Sketches, by our talented correspondent, 
“ Beta’? They are, most probably, written 
in consequence of the discussion as to the 
merits of our actors and actresses. Ev. ‘LJ. 4 

















ae 


aaa 
Se 


oe 





66 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE, 

Never did any manager give more encon- 
rageinent to the profession, than Mr. Lum- 
ley. Wherever talent is to be found, no 
matter from what country, he never fails to 
give it a fair trial. Madame Fiorentivi, the 
young vocalist who made her first appear- 
ance before an English audience last week, 
in the character ot Norma, has fully realised 
the most sanguine expectations of her 
friends, and has fully justified the flattering 
encomiums bestowed upon her by the mu- 
sical critics of Berlin and other continental 
cities where she has been performing. She 
has many natural advantages in her favor 
—a well-formed person of the middle 
height, beautiful and intelligent features, 
with a voice of great natural sweetness, rich 
quality, and considerable compass. As might 
he expected, in her opening recitative, she 
appeared to be suffering from extreme ner- 
vousness, which oppressed ber throughout 
the delivery of the ‘Casta Diva,” although 
she made a favourable impression on her 
hearers by the firmness with which she held 
a prolonged note in the cadenza. She has 
abundance of taste, talent and spirit. In 
power and quality of voice, intelligent con- 
ception, and graceful and expressive execu- 
tion, the new vocalist is all that can be de- 
sired. ‘The applause bestowed upon her, on 
her devut, is, we trust, but the fore-runner 
of a glorious future career for her. 


OLYMPIC, 

On Wednesday, in last week, this theatre 
presepted to the public, Sheridan Knowles’s 
play of the Wife, and other entertainments. 
for the benefit of Mr. Lacey, the theatricai 
agent in Wellington-street, Strand, Mr. T. 
11. I nev has been lessee of several provin- 
cial thea'res, and has always been considered 
av able caterer for the public. Upon this 
oceasion, the beneficiaire played the charac- 
ter of Julian St. Pierre, in a manner which 
proves to us that his withdrawal from the 
stage is a public loss, for it will be acknow- 
ledged by all playgoing erities that there is 
really a dearth of good actors, and we can- 
not afford to lose so clever and intellectual 
an actor as Mr. Lacey. He certainly dis- 
played artistical power and great judgment, 
and was most ei.th tsiastically applauded by 





a very respectable and discriminating aud- 
ience. Miss Cooper, who sustained the 
character of Mariana, is too well known, as 
an actress of great ability, that any remarks 
we may make, can add to her already well- 
earned popularity; suffice it to sav, she 
never displayed more energy and feeling 
than on this occasion, and was most deser- 
vedly and warmly applauded. This lady, 
we believe, is not engaged at any of our 
metropolitan theatres ; she would be an ac- . 
quisition to the Haymarket company, and 
we trust Mr. B. Webster will not let so ta- 
lented an actress be without an engage- 
ment, particularly one who is so great a 
public favorite. Mr. J. Johnson who played 
Ferrardo, is much improved, and is a much 
better actor than the generality of Mr. An- 
derson’s late company. ‘Che other charac- 
ters were efficiently played, particularly the 
comic portions by Mr. I. J. Turner. 


STRAND, 


An exceedingly clever and amusing farce 
has just been brought out here, froin the 
pen of Mr. P. Simpson, entitled ** Without 


Encumbrance.”” The characters are effi- 
ciently sustained by Miss Adams, Miss 


Isabel Adams, Mrs. Bartlett, Mrs. Alfred 
Phillips, and Mr. G. Cooke. The farce 
was preceded by Mr. Shirley Brooks’s clever 
drama of ** The Daughter of the Stars,’ 
which is nightly received with great ap- 
| plause, and the honor of a recall bestowed 
upon Mr. Farren and Mrs. Stirling.— 
Planche’s comedietta of Faint Heart never 
Won Fair Lady, was played after the new 
farce. Miss Louisa Howard, of the Lyceum 
theatre, making her first appearance at this 
house, as the youthful King of Spain, a 
part in which she looked and played to great 
advantage. The burlesque of Alcestis, or 
the Strong-minded Woman, winds up the 
evening’s entertainments capitally. 


SADLERS WELLS. 


This theatre was opened for the season 
on Saturday. Shakspere’s Hamlet has been 
produced with great care, the scenery being 
| very cleverly painted and arranged. Mr. 
| Phelps, as the noble Dane, sustained the 
character much to our taste. His acting 











_ was truthful and natural ; there was no great 
| effort put forth, but all was truly{natural, 
| elegant and graceful, and in some instances 
| his readings differed materially from many 
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that have gone before him, and we can con-' ness) must be sufficient. Although we have 


scientiously say his Hanulet is a masterpiece 
of acting we did not expect to witness. A 
Mr. Waller made his debut as Laertes ; he 
is a good figure, but we abstain giving our 
opinion of his acting till we have seen him 
in some other part. Mr, F. Younge, a co- 
median of sume standing in the provinces, 
as the Gravedigger, made a very favorable 


debut. ‘The other characters were very effi- | 


ciently sustained by Messrs. Bennett, 
Younge, Hoskins, Mellon, and Graham. 
Miss Glyn, as Gertrude, was all that could 
be desired; and Miss E. Travers as 
Ophelia, sung the little snatches of music 
very suitably. ‘The house looks clean, and 
is altered for the better. 
SURREY. 

The new piece called ‘‘I'ricks and Trials” 
goes off admirably well. Lt is got up devoid 
of expense, and contains some clever hits 
upon the leading topics and lions of the 
day, which were highly relished.. Mr, Wid- 
dicomb’s drollery kept the house in peals 
of laughter, the humour of Messrs. Collier 
and Bruce Norton filling up the measure of 
fun to the utmost in their respective cha 
racters. There isa slight underplt of a 
serious character, in which Malame Ponisi, 
Mr. 'T. Mead, Mr. Raymond, and Miss 
Jane Coveney sustain very effectively their 
several characters. The piece, which is well 
got up, was received with well-deserved ap- 
plause by an exceedingly numerous aud- 
lence. 





AMATEURS, 
Tarsprans.--This company of amateurs 
selected Calaynos, My Wife's Dentist, and 
Luke the Labourer, on Tuesday se’nnight, 
for their entertainments at the Gough-street 
institution. Some of the characters were 
tolerably played, but the majority of then 


| seen Mr. Martin play some parts to advan- 
_tage,—as Claude, he resembled neither 
Gurdener, Prince, or Soldier, and theugh 

| he got a trifle inflamed in the third act, his 

| cig ese throughout lacked feeling, and 
his features expression. Beauseant, by 

some strange mistake, had got Glavis’s style 
and manner, aud to carry ont the idea more 
fully, wore a chapeau squeesums which, 

when in the open air, on the principle of 
the blue-coat boys, he carried in his hand. 

|Glavis was beneath criticism —a Casino 
| gent. with the awkwardness of a country- 
'man. Damas had a trifle of earnestness 
'about him, but we should not have known 
him to be a soldier, if it had nut been so 
stated in the bill. Mad. Deschapelles was 
played with naivete by Miss Jenny Marsh, 
| Mrs. Henderton, though a pretty, was but 
| a tame Pauline. 

FarrtnGpon Exocution Socisry.—- 
This society had an entertaiumeut on Tues- 
day, at the City Mechanics’ Institute, in 
Gould-square. Among the selections were 
the farce of **Box and Cox,” and a portion 
of the ** Patrician’s Daughter.” ‘The room 
was fully attended and all went off with 
eclat. We are unable to enter more fully 
into particulars. 

*,* The Western Dramatic Institution at 
Gough-street in our next. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





W. Coteman.-—The article shall have a place in 
our columns the first opportunity. 

A.B., (Manchester).— His wish shall be attended to 

J.B.—The Adelphi will be op-ned in October. 

W. W.- We cannot vouch for Miss Faucit going 
to the Olympic with Mr. Farren. We think it 
very possible. 

J. H. Canter.—We seldom omit an elocution so- 
ciety, if they are worthy of notice. 


? JAMES.—It w issi i o 
were pouily supported, The farce went off | 7-74™#s as an omission of our printer, ~ the 


the best, theugh even there, there were 
many faults. At the conclusion of the play, 
ironical calis were made for the leaders. 
We would not advise them to select Calay- 
nos a second time. 


Dramatic Sorree.—The first of a series 


under the direction of Mr. T. Bliss Stocker, 


leaving out the death of Mr. Pritchard, the late 
manager of the Hull theatre. 

D. HoLMES.—We are sorry we have been obliged 
to delay the article till next number. 

Veritas.—Is Mr, E.F.Saville a clever actor? Yes. 
He can play lago and Shylock very respectably ; 
and in melodrama few can equal him. Ile is a 
Surrey favorite, and was, we think, the original 
Jack Sheppard, either there or at the Victoria, 


came off toan uncomfortably crowded house | 4 Goon Apvisex.—We are obliged to omit so 


on Wednesday last. The heat was so op- 


pressive, that a few words on the Lady of article. 
Lyons (the only piece we could stay to wit- | H.8., shall appear in our next, 


much important matter this week, fur want of 
room, otherwise we would willingly insert the 
We are obligid. 
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3 | powerful among the number is the assertion 
cay of Mr. Kean appearing in a character so ill 
y ed suited to him as Charles Surface. 
Ca) 
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THURSDAY, AUG, 22, 1850. 


THE TOPIC OF THE WEEK. 


What is going to be done in the ensuing 
senson at the various establishments, oecu- 
pies the mind of the playgoer, and he is on 
the watch for the announce bill to give him 
some clue as to how his desires may be 
gratified. ; 

Some little portion of this has been set 


at rest by the opening of Sadlers Wells on | 


Saturday last, and some little conversation 
has been bandied about, through the various 
chapges that have been made in the com- 
pany: old favorites having vanished, and 
one or two conntry birds having flown into 
the leading parts. 

Certainly the last season opened much 
more briskly ; this may be partly owing to 
the tragedy of Hamlet being too psychclo- 
xieal a play for the Wells company (Miss 
Glyn excepted) to represent with advantage, 
and were it not for the supernatural scenes, 
the peculiarity of the play-scenes, and the 
powertul situations near the catastrophe, it 
could not be represented by any but a very 
superior class of perfotmers. . 

Leigh Hunt's “ Legend of Florence,” a 
play more to be praised for its poetry, than 
its situations, is underlined, and though we 
do not think it possible to have a long run 
(partly owing to the company and partly to 
the general character of the audience), it 
will afford a very powerful part for Miss 
Glyn, and Mr. Phelps an opportunity of 
appearing im something better suited to his 
abilities than Shakspere’s Hamlet. 

Mr. Bolton, at tie end of this week, like 
old ban ‘lucker, “ gets out of the way”’ to 
mike room tir Mr. Farren, whose company 
we shall shortly have to touch upon ; while 
Mr. C. Kean is making rapid strides to- 
wards a beginning in a more westerly di- 
rection, Keport asserts he will open with 
the ‘school tur Scandal,” but we doubt this 
iur several reasons: and not the least 





OPINIONS ABOUT ACTORS. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—lI hold that every man has a right 
| not only to hold his opinions on every sub- 
| ject, but to express them also; and the 

discussion thereof mu-t be beneficial to the 
| interests of truth: for, as Milton says— 
|** Who ever knew truth worsted by error 
|in a fair encounter?’ Without more 
| proem, therefore, I proceed to rebut several 
| charges made against me by your corres- 
pondents. 

And first, with regard to Mr. Wallack ! 

I think, Sir, it is indisputable, that every 
performer has his peculiar line, and that 
were Macready to play such a part as 
Charles Surface, against several of our light 
comedians, he would be beaten. Or were 
Vandeuhoff or Phelps to try the embodi- 
ment of Ion ard Romeo, they would not 
succeed very brilliantly. 

This proposition granted, it will be re- 
membered I classed Wallack with Creswick 
as a tragedian only. Nor could Mr, Wal- 
lack, with all his talent, play such parts as 
Richelicu, Julian St. Pierre, and Boverley, 
as well as Creswick. ‘There is no doubt, in 
high-class melodrama and genteel comecy, 
there is no one now alive superior to Wal- 
lack. But he has no earnestness, no depth 
of passion; and therefore Macready, and 
two or three others, rank before him in tra- 
gedy. And while on this subject, I will lay 
it down as ap axiom, that without those two 
qualities, no actor is great. 

As to the rank an actor takes in his pro- 
fession, it is not a criterion of his merit. 
Mr. C. Kean has no claims to first rate 
ability ; but his name and the patronage he 
received from the Court, in addition to the 
support of a clever and popular wife, enable 
him to keep afloat. He has neither elocu- 
| tion, figure, nor dignity. THis faults are 
| glaring in the extreme—more so than Miss 
_Addisen’s; and he has not that lady’s 
| ideality or poetical feeling, to counterbalance 
defects. 1t is well known that Kean’s last 
engagement at the Haymarket was a failure 
—and it will be remembered that when 
Phelps played against him at the Hay- 
warket in the Rese of Arragon, the trage- 








| 

















— = 


~ wes tee rr ™ * 




















THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 





369 








dian of Islington—to use a theatrical tech- | 
nicality, acted him down. Anderson, Cooper, 
and Kean, are, at the best, respectable 
performers, who, were the Kean alive, and 
no influence at work to give them a false 
position, would play Richmond, Bucking- 
ham, and King Henry, to the great actor's 
Richard. I repeat, that without depth of 
passion and earnestness, no man is great, 
and it is only by the merest accident that 
the perfurmers named above reach any- 
thing like intensity. 

Another correspondent —H. H.— does 
not evince more courtesy than “ Timothy 
Loadstone ;” but I am inclined to think he 
has more talent and discrimination at all 
events. He asks for a standard or criterion 
whereby to judge the actor’s merits. If I 
were inclined to be cautious, I should not 
lay myself open to an attack by assuming a 
positive position ; but [ will state that my 
gauge of an actor is his ability to merge his 
own idiosyncracy in that of the part he em- 
bodies; and the reason why a tragedian 
succeeds more in one part than another, is 
simply because his sympathy is with a cer- 
tain class of emotions or passions; and in 
that proportion, as soon as he has mastered 
his art, he is excellent or mediocre. ‘Thus 
the Kean was far greater in hichard, Othello, 
Shylock, Sir Giles Overreach, &c., than 
Macready—tor they are Macready’s worst 
parts; but in Werner, Richelieu, and a few 
others, Macready is great. 

I,must now conclude : 

And am, Sir, yours, &c. 
Beta. 





ee 


LITTLE CRITICS AND GREAT 
COMPARISONS, 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir, — Your Journal has lately been 
teeming with letters on the comparative 
merits of our actors and actresses: compa- 
risons of the most unjust nature have been 
made; and remarks in which personality | 
immeasurably exceeds critical acumen and | 
These articles might be of some | 





justice. 


service if they were clear analytical enqui- | 


ries,intofthe‘different modes of representa- | 
tion of the artists named; if they did not 


improve the actor, they might at least in- | “comparisons’’ 
struct the amateur, or contain valuable sug- | 


gestions for those who are in search of ex- 


cellence., But this is not the case: they are | 


merely idle, dogmatic assertions. We are 
told A is better than B, B more intellectual 
than C, and so on: and occasionally com- 
parisons are made which make us halt be- 
tween laughter and anger. Your correspon- 
dent “ Beta,” (who is an acute and sensible 
writer in the main), has penned nonsense 
enough in this way. But the height of 
critical twaddle is reached by some victim 
to the type-us fever, who rejoices in the 
name of Crouch, and gravely signs his name 
at full length, to give (we conjecture), va- 
lidity to his judgments. Mr. George Lewis 
Crouch, who moreover informs us that he 
lives at Cloudesley square, Islington (will 
he favour us with a brief autobiography ’) 
tells us that he “ maintains that Miss Ad- 
dison, in her lune, has few, if any, to equal 
her,” and in another passage he informs us 
that Miss Giyn does not perform “ the 
startling jumps”? accomplished by the 
former lady. We never noticed these 
“startling jumps” in Miss Addison’s per- 
formance, but if they exist, we should re- 
commend Mr, Batty, of Astley’s to enter 
into an engagement instantly with that lady. 
It would make a good line in a broad sheet, 
to say— 


Terrific Leap by Miss Addison across the 
° torrent ; 
r 


Desperate Combat of Miss Addison with 
. Sizteen Pirates ; 
r 


Miss Addison's ‘‘ Startling Jump” into the 
Magic Lake. 
By poring over the passage, we sippose 
Mr. George Lewis Crouch meant sudden 
transitions of style: but an author ought 
never to leave his readers to suppose, and 
piece out his meaning by their own conjec- 
tures. And young gentlemen unused to 
write for the public eye, and not absolute 
masters of the English language, should be 
a little modest in the publication ot their 
as names and addresses. Mr. (rouch 
should recollect that it is a matter of the 
supremest indifference to the public, that 
such a person as himself even exists, and 
that, most probably, it will ever remain so. 
In conclusivn, I trust, that in any future 
we shall have more enquiry 
and less dogmatism, more criticism and less 
personality. 


Tue Mopexn Perseus. 
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OPERATIVE AMATEURS v.KEMBLE CLUB to, the Great Metropolis. It compri ses a 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Manchester, August 13, 1850 
Sir,—In reading your journal of the Ist 
instant, I sawa paragraph about an amateur 
performance which took place at the Queens 
Theatre, and under is an article stating that 
many interrogations have been made about 











the comparative abilities of the members of 

the Kemble Club, and the Operative Ama- 

teurs. This appears very strange, and leads 
me to believe that both paragraphs have 
emanated from the members of the Kemble 

Club; as it 1s usual to puff themselves, 

with the idea of making themselves pypular, 

—wishing by that means to thrust them- 

selves on parties who know them not, as 

something, when in reality they are nothing 

Flattered by their own conceit and puppy- 

ism, they say their “mental powers are 

good.” (?) They should wait for other 
people to say that ! What makes the notice 
appear more strange is, that the Operative 

Amateurs, as they were styled on the bills 

of the Queens Theatre, are not formed into 

a society, but were called together for the 

occasion, most of them having only three 

or tuur days’ notice—not allowing much 
time for talking about ‘ immortaiising ”’ 
themselves. It is also the first opportunity 
the Operatives have nad of appearing, to 
have their humble efforts tested by the 
public Now, the members of the Kemble 

Club have never, to my recollection, ap- 

peared before the public of Manchester :— 

so how is the matter to be judged? But if 
the Kembleites do aspire to claim the supe- 
riority, let them make their vaunting true, 

—bring it toa public trial, and then see 

which will please the best—the braying (as 

the gentleman (?) is pleased to call it,) of 
the Operatives, or the unintelligible gaggling 
of the Kemble Club geese. 
Yours, Sir, very truly, 
An OPERATIVE. 
REVIEW. 

Bolton's Omnibus Guide for London and 
the suburbs. Davis & Co., Cursitor-st., 
and Field, Regent’s Quadrant. 

We notice with much pleasure the ap- 
pearance of this extremely useful and re- 
markably cheap little work, which is truly 





complete list of all the omnibuses and stage 
eraches running from, to, and about the 
streets of London, with their tares, &c.,— 
tables of races—list of exhibitions, and a 
considerable mass of information ; the accu- 
racy of all which testifies the combined 
ability and industry possessed by Mr. Bol- 
ton. The sale of this little work will doubt- 
less be enormous. 





PROVINCIAL. 








MANCHESTER, THEATRE Royat.—As we anti- 
cipated last week, Mrs. Fitzwilliam and Buckstone 
made the finale of the season. We trust our deni- 
zens will not long be deprived of this rational and 
instructive place of amusement. Their engagement 
on the whole, has been a successful one. The 
caustic and irritable remarks of our ‘ guardian,” 
relative to Mrs. Fitzwilliam’s want of vivacity, is 
forcibly negatived in her personation of Josephine. 
“The Child of the Reeiment,”’ has been the pet of 
the week, and was honored with as brilliant, res- 
pectable, well-conducted, and enthusiastic an aud- 
ience as we ever witnessed. Mrs. F.’s Josephine, 
was arefined and beautiful piece of acting, pour- 
traying the incidents of the adopted child; her 
transformation to the drawing-room: and again, 
her indomitable and unconquerable passion for the 
glorious 2 st, and her 800 fathers. After encoun- 
tering a series of trials, she at last attains her wish 
in marrying Guillott (Buckstone). ‘This gentle- 
man, we admire more in the author than the actor, 
his style istoo mechanical, rather than imbued with 
the spirit of nature. Miss Roberts is altogether 
out of her element as a proud lady, snch a change 
is very premature. Stephens was very good as a 
grisled sergeant of the “ grand army,” so was Mrs. 
Horsman as a touch-me-not duchess. A very 
happy reciprocal feeling animated the house, which 
was crowded. The brass band of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards appeared in the piece, in uniform which 
gave a truly grand and military effict to the cho- 
ruses and marches. Mrs. Fitzwilliam and Mr. 
Buckstone were very engaging in the ‘ Snapping 
Turtles,” “ Rough Diamonds,” &c. In the inter- 
val, we shall hail the re opening of the Royal with 
a hearty welcome, renovated and beautified as no 
doubt it will be. 

Qurens.— Mrs, Weston has just concluded her 
engagement. She has ‘appeared in a number of 
characters, in which she was very successful; parti- 
cularly as Mrs. Haller in the ‘ Stranger.” and the 
Countess Malvoisine in “Judith of Geneva.”’ ‘Lhe 
Lauri family made a nautical appeal to the public 
on the occasion of their benefit, with a view, we 
apprehend, to enlist the patronage of some of our 
* jolly young fresh-water sailors’ (?)—the regatta 
being on the tapis at the time. They are a deserv- 
ing and gifted family. On Saturday, the pretty 





replete with information of a valuable des- 
cription to all the sejourners in, and visitors 


drama of the ‘Miller and his Men,” was neatly 
yut on the stage. Mr. Forde’s Wolf, was one of 
| his best efforts. Rice, as usual, was facetious, 
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witty, and amusing, as Karl. Mr. Egan was also 
well received We were quite pleased to see such 
an overflowing house. Now, that the Royal is tem- 
porarity closed, the Queens will be in the ascend- | 
ancy. We trust we shall soon have the pleasure of | 
chronicling Mr. Dillon’s perfect convalescence, and | 
his re-appearance. We would commend the gen- | 
tlemen in blue and glazed hats to exercise their | 
optics and extinguish those beacons (short pipes), | 
that are surreptitiously and clandestinely intro- | 
duced by some gentlemen, who do not consider the | 
danger or the nuisance it creates, particularly to | 
the fair sex. | 

CotossEUM.—Mr. George presented a sterling 
bill of fare for the week. Mr. Fielding, the clever” 
pantomimist, made a hit in a comic ballet, in which 
he sustains the part of an insane lover. The Sultan 
and the Slave is well produced, being a new embel- 
lished divertissement, as also Simon the Simpkin, 
in which Mr. Fielding sustains the character of a 
cockney w:th effect. There is a grand treat in 
prospect for Saturday night, a new masquerade, 
promising a great scope of oriental and celestial 
attraction ; the poetical expositions from the witty 
head-piece of the director of the entertainments. 
The fruits of Mr. Ninnis’s magic pencil will stand 
out in prominence, and the instrumental strains of 
concord will be led on by the renowned Stannard. 

Castno.—Mr. Blanchard, and his dogs are still 
here. Asa pantomimist, he is very clever. while 
his dogs display great care and training. The Red 
Indian, and the Dogs of the Wreck are the pieces 
that bring the requisites of the dog and master into 
play. The subjects of Mr. Cox's dissolving views 
are changed, and are very good. Mr, Millicent, 
with his clogs, is extremely popular, 


Birmincuam, Theatre Royal.—To night (Thurs- 
day, August 22), the performances consist of the 
draina of Old Honesty, and the Haymarket comedy 
of Married Life. The principal members cf the 
Haymarket and Lyceum troupe stay here but one 
night longer. They have met with an enthusiastic 
reception, which they well deserve, for a greater 
phalanx of talent scarcely ever appeared on the 
boards of a Birmingham theatre. No doubt they 
have reaped golden honours, as well as merited ap- 
plause. 

NorwicH.—Mr. Clarance may really congratu- 
late himself upon the brilliant success now attend- 
ing this popular establishment. During the last few 
days, this theatre has been crowded nightly with 
audiences of the most fashionable description. Mrs. 
C, Gill excited rapturous applause in the Lady of 
Lyons, and Romeo and Juliet. The afterpieces 
have been varied and amusing, and altogether the 
season has been hitherto most fortunate. 

GLascow, Prince’s.—Miss Fitzwilliam has sus- 
tained a short engagement with us, to excellent 
houses. Selby’s farce of Peggy Green, and the old 
burletta called the Wedding King, both passed off 
remarkably well. An opera company is engaged, 
and will appear shortly : Miss Louisa Pyne is an- 
nounced as being engaged, and cannot fail to prove 
attractive. 

Gtascow, Queen’s.—Mr. James Calvert com- 
menced his season on Saturday, Aug. 10th, Mr. 
Loraine is engaged as leading gentleman, and Miss 
Aitken has become quite a favorite. 


SovTHAMPToNn.—The house is very well attended. 
Sir Edward B. Lytton’s play of Richelieu has been 
revived, in which Mr. Owen sustained the part of 
the wily cardinal with great ability, and was re- 
ceived with well deserved applause Ly a most highly 
fashionable and attentive audience. 

Margate. Mr. Charles Gill closes his season 
short!y. ‘The house has been extremely well at- 
tended and admirably conducted. ; 

SHEFFIELD.—Miss P. Horton has been with us, 
fulfilling a very successful engagement. : She ap- 
peared in the Tempest, and Egerton Wilks s highly 
popular drama of the Black Domino, with great 
success. Mr: Charles Dillon, we are glad to hear, 
is recovering from his indisposition 
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Tue Scnoor ror SCANDAL, BY AMATEURS,— 
This magnificent comedy is to be played by ama- 
teurs on Monday, the 26th instant, at the North 
London Atheneum, for the benefit of the worthy 
manager, Mr Crosby. We believe this will be the 
only occasion of this comedy being played at an 
amateur theatre for many years, 

OxsituARY.—We regret to have to announce the 
death of Mr. John Langford Pritchard, the late 
highly-respected manager of the York Theatre 
Royal. The great abilities of Mr. Pricchard as an 
actor, conjoined to his many virtues as a man, and 
his invariable courtesy as a gentleman, had»much 
endeared him to avery large circle of admiring 
friends, by whom his loss is greatly deplored. 

Mr. Macravy.—It is understood that Mr. 
Macready will perform in five of his most popular 
characters in Cork, and in that city professionaliy 
take his leave of the Irish public. At the earnest 
request of several of his admirers, he has consented 
to perform Virginius, a part which he has of late 
years seldom acted, but with which his earlier fame 
has been intimately associated. This dramatic 
work being the production of Sheridan Knowles, a 
native of Cork, the representation of it, under such 


| circumstances, will be attended with much increased 


interest. Mr. Macready was announced to appear 
on last Wednesday in Macbeth. 

Miss Hastings, a very clever actress, will take a 
benefit at the Soho theatre, on Wednesday, the 
28th instant, supported by the members of the 
Scenic Club. s 

The grand national concerts at Her Majesty's 
Theatre will commence in October, under the di- 
rection of a committee of noblemen, but the ma- 
nagement is to be entrusted to Captain Carter. 
We understand Mr. Lumley is to receive £3.000 
for the season. 

Mr. Benjamin Webster has gone up the Rhine. 

Madame Celeste has gone to Paris. 

Mr Lloyd, the son of a hatter in the Strand; and 
who has been a favorite in Glasgow, is, we hear, 
en d by Mr. Kean. 

tise P Horton has been astonishing the blades 
of Sheffleld with her invisible Prince, 

Mrs. Nisbett and her sister, Miss Mordaunt, and 
also her brother, Mr, Mordaunt, have been “ star- 




























































ring it’’ at Southampton, and have attracted good 
houses. 

Mr. Buckstone and Mrs. Fitzwilliam have done 
excvedingly well at the Theatre Royal, Maachester. 
which is now closed for the present. 

Miss Pyne, Mr, Harrison, and other operatic ar- 
tistes, have beea delighting large audiences at 
Cork. 

Miss Emma Stanley has been giving her musical 
and anecdotal entertainment in Manchester, Liver- 
pool, Chester, and other places, with great eclat. 

Mr. Edward Loder, the composer of The Night 
Dancers, and other lyric works, has written an 
opera, which is to be produced immediately at the 

srunswick Operatic Theatre. 

Hea Magsesty’s THeatRe.—The great success 
of the new prima donna, Signora Fiorentini, has 
aided increased brilliaey to what now be called 
the past season at this establishment. Two extra 
nights will, however, take place on Thursday and 
Saturday, when the entire force, both lyric and 
choregraphic, will be brought forward. 

Pavition.-Mr. Richard Thorne, the highly-po- 
pular manager of this establishment, has taken the 
Jarge and well-known tavern, called the Weaver's 
Ams, in Baker’s row, close to the stage door ot 
the theatre. This house is now constantly thronged 
with literary, sporting and theatrical yentlemen, by 
whom the polite demeanor of the host, and his 
well known good qualities, are highly esteemed. 

A new drama from the pen of the veteran author 
of the Miller's Maid, entitled Homeward Bound, 
has been pro uced at the City of London theatre, 
with great success. Theacting of Mr. Saville and 
Mrs. Honner deserve to obtain for this drama, in 
conjunction with its own merits, a very lengthened 
career, 

It is rumoured that Miss Harriet Reeves, a sister 
of our renowned English tenor, Mr. Sims Reeves, 
is about to make her debut as a vocalist: Report 
also speaks favourably of her voice and talent. 

Mr, Sims Reeves 1N Panis,—Since and during 
Mr. Reeves's sojourn in Italy, his artistic career 
has been one series of successes; in fact no Eng- 
lish artiste has ever received such favour in this 
land of song, if we except Braham. We believe 
Mr. Reeves is the second English tenor who has 
appeared in Paris, and it therefore remains for him 
to support the exce!lence of English talent. 
According to previous arrangements, a series of 

concerts will be commenced at Her Majesty’s 
Theatre the seeond week in October, and be con- 
tinued until the second week in January. The first 
part of the performances will consist of classical 
music, under the direction of Mr. Balfe; and the 
second of quadrilles, polkas, waltzes, &c. conducted 
by Musard. The concerts will be patronised by a 
committee of noblemen and gentlemen, who will 
be responsible for the expenses, &c: 

THe Fkencn Drama It is surprising,” says 
a Puris journal, “that the only literary trade which 
survives the revolutions, should be that of dra- 
matic literature. Of all writers, the dramatist is 
the best (next to that of the more permanent one 
—the politician), Each time that a farce is per- 
formed, the manager pays ten per cent. on the 
receipts, At the Royal Academy (Grand Opera) 
the manager pays 100f. per act of a grand opera 
every night it is performed, 
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SONNET TO WESTLAND MARSTON, 
(AUTHOR oF “ STRATHMORE,’’) 
ON THE BIRTH OF A SON. 


Another spirit born to run the race 
Of time, and win perchance a name above 
The herd of men!~ May Poetry and Love 
Smile on thy boy, true Poct! Nothing base 
— spring from thee and her—so good and 
ind— 
Who looks with joy upon that baby face, 
And trust he shall inherit fame and mind 
High as thine own. O! none so happy here, 
But shadows come; yet, truthful and resigned, 
What have we even at the worst, to fear ? 
God bless thy child, my friends, and may a life 
Of noble effort lead him to the goal, 
Where after aspirations, fears, and strife, 
A home immortal waits the lofty soul. 
R.W.T.B. Aug. 16. 





SONG. 

Wilt thou think of me, love, 

When I am far away ? 
Wilt thou be true to me, love, 

Whatever men may say ? 
y= thou think of me, love, 

When thy young heart is light ? 
Wilt thou think of me, love, 

In the stillness of the night? 
Wilt thou think of me, love, 

When thy heart is touched by sorrow 7 
Wilt thou be true to me, love, 

And hope for a brighter morrow ? 


.B: 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning, 
Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during their trials. 
—A cast in plaster of Mr. O’ Connor, with a plan 
of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to* 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S Exuisition Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
and from seven till ten—Admittanee 1s; smal} 
room 6d. extra. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Morths ..- One Shilling. 
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